The 120th Anniversary of Nicolae TITULESCU






«  Titulescu ! Les quatre syllabes de son nom sonore ont empli l’histoire diplomatique de l’après-guerre. Il a été l’un des grands hommes de Roumanie, l’un des grands hommes de la Petite Entente, l’un des grands hommes de Genève et, pour tout dire, l’un des grands hommes de l’Europe.  Il a été le plus brillant, le plus dynamique de ceux qui ont voulu construire une Europe nouvelle, basée sur l’égalité des puissances et sur le respect des traités. »  

Raymond Cartier

An outstanding statesman and diplomat of international prestige, Nicolae Titulescu was born in Craiova, Romania, in 1882. He brilliantly learned a degree in law from Paris before beginning a career as a professor in the universities of Iasi and Bucharest, and as a journalist. He was elected to the Romanian Parliament in 1912 and was one of the makers of peace after the First World War, being involved in the negotiation of the Treaty of Trianon. He also served as Romanian minister of finances, ushering in the country’s new income tax and agricultural reform.

In the late 1920s and 1930s, Titulescu went from being a national political figure to begin an international career. He served twice as minister of foreign affairs and twice as an ambassador to London. 

He was as elected as president of the Assembly of the League of Nations in 1930. Despite the practice of the Assembly to not renew the mandate of its president, Nicolae Titulescu was reelected in 1931, as a token of appreciation of his skills and work. 

He ably promoted a policy of peace, stability and good neighbourly relations in the foreign policy of Romania and in the work of the League of Nations. Titulescu was a gifted and persuasive speaker. 

His statements were characterized by logic, precision and refinement. In his conception on the international relations peace represented the crucial benchmark, the prerequisite and the goal of the harmonious development of all nations, the dynamic motivation of their progress. 

He developed a vision of a united Europe that anticipated a remote future, encouraging peoples to “work together in order to spiritualize the frontiers”. He worked hard on ideas and actions meant to define aggression and prevent the war.

The name of Nicolae Titulescu is linked in the conscience of the Romanian people to the League of Nations, as a symbol of the hope for peace and stability of all nations, irrespective of the size of their territories or of their military arsenals. 

These ideals are still valid and many of the objectives of the United Nations comes from the League of Nations, in whose history Nicolae Titulescu will last as an exemplary personality.

Comprehensive preparations are under way in Romania and in Geneva in order to celebrate the 120th Anniversary of Nicolae TITULESCU. 

Mr. Adrian NASTASE, the Prime-Minister of Romania will pay a visit in Geneva, during April 14-16, 2002, as an expression of the particular importance Romania attaches to United Nations activities. Among other moments, the prime Minister’s program will include a series of events at the Palais des Nations, on Monday, April 15th, dedicated to the legacy of Nicolae Titulescu.
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On this occasion, further to a public conference at the Palais on “The Legacy and the Vision of Nicolae Titulescu: The Culture of Peace as Cornerstone of International Relations” and the inauguration of a documentary exhibition in the Salle des Pas Perdus, the Prime Minister will be offering, as a gift to the UN Office in Geneva, a bronze statue of Titulescu (work of Romanian sculptor Doru Dragusin). 
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